
 
 

  

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A hub of educational excellence and innovation, supporting and valuing everyone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good afternoon 

 

This week closes Term 4! It is a shame that the sun has disappeared, but Spring has really taken hold. I 

hope it returns for you all to enjoy the next two weeks’ break.  

 

It has been another super week with many fantastic learning and community opportunities.  

 We have seen three iROCK concerts where parents were welcomed to watch the performances! 

The children were brilliant; we witnessed various songs and skills as the children showcased their 

progress to working as a band. Well done to Joe, the instructor, and to all the children involved.  

 We had our Explore exhibition followed by a book share. What an incredible opportunity for the 

children to showcase their terms’ learning to their families! It was super to have everyone back in 

school.  

 We have had Science Week: all classes have had a different science day and enjoyed various 

investigations and activities to challenge their scientific enquiry.  

 Year 1 have had a trip to The Grove.  

 The Governors and PTA have held a coffee morning in the library. 

 Children have been making Easter baskets, and took part in an Easter egg hunt- thank you PTA. 

 The Easter bunny has been for a visit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Mrs Julie Cook and her team for their involvement in the two compliance visits from KCC to audit 

our processes. 

 Health and Safety Audit, which I shared in a previous newsletter 

 Financial Compliance Visit: The visiting LA compliance officer was impressed with how Mrs Cook and 

Mrs Diana Greenwood demonstrated strong due diligence to all areas and received strong 

compliance and best practice.  
 

Have a super Easter break, and we look forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday 19th April 2022 ready for the Create 

Term. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Roberts and the ‘ready-for-a-holiday’ Claremont team 

 

Claremont Primary School 

Newsletter 1st April 2022 

Sadly, I need to inform you that Ms Rajinder Buhal is moving onto a new position. We 

would like to thank her for her hard work and commitment to us over the past couple 

of years in both the dinner hall and the classroom. We wish her all the very best in her 

new adventure! 

 

https://claremont.kent.sch.uk/


 
 

 Governor/PTA coffee morning 

It was so fantastic to host the Governors and PTA coffee morning on Wednesday for our 

parents/carers. Thank you so much to those that came along.  It was a great success and a good 

turnout.  As we hope to hold more informal events like this in the future, we would always welcome 

more of you (and preschool children too) - even those nearing their end of time at the school; your 

voices are always welcome. 

As a nurse I know how important communication is and how working together is vital for our pupils.  I 

think Mrs Roberts, Chris Davidson (Chair of Governors and parent) and Claire Summers (PTA chair and 

mum to Freddie in year 1) embodied this approach when it was summed up how much pupils benefit 

from a whole school, whole community approach and the importance of working together 

collaboratively. The school, the PTA and the governing board. 

Mrs Roberts welcomed everyone and introduced Chris, our new Chair of Governors. Chris discussed 

the role of the governing board and how we use the strategic plan and its key drivers to monitor the 

school as a hub of educational excellence.  Chris also highlighted the complexities the school 

community has faced, especially over the last two years and how the school is robustly handling these.  

Chris briefly mentioned the immediate and long-term plans for the governing board.  These included 

(and not exclusively) understanding any gaps and analysing where we are going as a school, preparing 

and implementing the school strategic plan for 2023 and gathering stakeholder views/voice.  

Stakeholders being the school community - staff, pupils and parents. 

Claire then spoke and gave a fantastic explanation of the PTA and its future plans.  The PTA (Parent 

Teacher Association) is primarily there to support the school to deliver its outcomes by raising funds 

and we couldn’t do that without your support.  Claire talked about how all parents/carers are 

automatically part of the PTA and discussed the various ways we can help - being part of the 

committee (the PTA is a charity); being a friend of the PTA (helping at any of the events) and/or by 

donating.  The PTA work tirelessly to support the school and they are a vital part of the school system.  

They are always looking out for more helpers and your help is much appreciated in whatever capacity 

you have. 

I know a coffee morning doesn’t suit everyone’s availability and we will look at holding more events in 

the future.  But I hope that those who attended enjoyed the morning and furthermore felt they had 

the opportunity to meet us, hear what we’re up to and to be able to have a voice too. The pupils are 

central to everything we do as a school and as parents; for me the most significant part of the morning 

was this triangular approach to pupil success being highlighted - The school, governing board and PTA 

working together. 

Contact details: 

Governing Board: clerk@claremont.kent.sch.uk 

PTA: claremonttwpta@gmail.com 

 

Have a great Easter break 

Rachel 

Parent Governor 

 



 
 

  Department for Education  

Changes to measures and guidance for managing 

COVID-19 in education and childcare settings from 

Friday 1 April 

On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, 

Sajid Javid, set out the next steps for living with COVID-19 in England from 

Friday 1 April. 

Free COVID-19 tests will continue to be available for specific groups, 

including eligible patients and NHS staff, once the universal testing offer 

ends on Friday 1 April. 

Updated guidance will advise: 

 adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high 

temperature or feel unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact 

with other people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities 

and they no longer have a high temperature 

 children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature 

should stay at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go 

back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a high 

temperature, and they are well enough to attend 

 adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and 

avoid contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most 

infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice 

will be 3 days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 
 

 

                        

 

 

Cedar class have begun to 

learn to tell the time.   

Today, they revised o'clock, 

quarter-past, half-past and 

quarter-to outdoors.   

They had to make their own 

clocks out of a hoop, cards 

and cubes, and then show 

the time shown on cards they 

were given. 

 

Cedar has reliably scored highly all term 

and comes in at 111 miles this week. 

Hawthorn has made it to 114 miles this 

week. 

 



 
 

Girls’ football vs Speldhurst 
Thursday 7th March 2022 

By Sylvie and Grace 

The match kicked off with Speldhurst taking two goals against Claremont and then scoring one more as the 

whistle blew for half-time. Soon after half-time, Claremont had the ball in the box and Darcey scored! With 

newfound energy, the team surged on to score another goal by Darcey and two close shots by Ellie. The match 

finished 3-2 to Speldhurst which was very good for a team that hadn’t played together before. Mr Hume 

refereed the whole match and was with the girls on the pitch at all times. Overall, it was an extremely good 

match and encouraged many of the girls to start playing football for the school. 

We are looking for more girls to join the football club next season. We will start training again in September 

every Thursday after school.  

  

Y5 Team building at the 

Angel Centre 
Friday 18th March 2022 

A couple of weeks ago, 10 children from Y5 headed over to 

the Angel Centre to take part in a team building event run by 

TWKSSP.  

The children were able to take part in several different 

activities rotating around the sports hall that worked on 

their communication, collaborative skills and leadership 

skills. The children also returned to school via train, another 

important life-skill. A big thank you to Mrs Brookbank, Miss 

Shone and Miss Ede who accompanied the children. 

 



 
 

Y3-4 Quickstick Hockey Tournament 
Monday 21st March 2022 

18 children from Y3 and 4 headed over to Hawkenbury AstroTurf to take part in the annual Quicksticks hockey 

tournament.  The children had been training hard both in school during lunchtimes, and also at the afterschool 

club that has also been held at the astro. 

Claremont entered 3 teams. All teams had to have an equal split of boys and girls and consisted of 6 players. 

Claremont managed to get one team into the semi-final and then final where we lost to Goudhurst and ending 

the tournament as RUNNERS UP – WELL DONE! All the children had a fabulous time competing and 

discovering a passion for hockey.  

A big thank you also needs to go out to the parents who helped walk the children up from school and for 

staying to support. 

 
Girls’ Football Tournament 
Wednesday 9th March 2022 A few weeks ago, 6 girls attended the 

first ever girls’ football tournament held 

at Hayesbrook.  

The 5-a-side matches pitched Claremont 

against some familiar teams including St 

John’s and St James’ in their group. The 

girls were terrific and scored 18 goals 

conceding just 1!  

This has enabled them to compete at 

the Culverden Stadium on Monday 16th 

May against the winners from the other 

groups. Well done girls – fantastic 

achievement! 



 
 

Y3-6 and Y5-6 Boys’ Football Tournament 
Wednesday 23rd March  

A week Wednesday ago, 2 teams (one from Y3-4 and one for Y5-6) headed over to Tunbridge Wells Grammar 

School for Boys to compete in the 5-a-side tournament.  

The children competed against schools from Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells in pools. For Y3-4, they won their 

pool and 2 wins and a draw before being redrawn into the qualifying group to play at Culverden Stadium. 

Unfortunately, they lost their games very narrowly but they all loved their time representing the school. Thank 

you to all the parents who came to support. 

The Y5-6 team were in a pool of 5 teams and won enough of their games to make it through the play-off match 

to go to Culverden Stadium. After extra time the game was still 0-0 so went to penalties. The children stepped 

up so coolly, it put Premier League players to shame and won the shootout. There were some outstanding 

moments including a terrific save by Sam S in Y6! Thank you to the parents who supported the Y5-6 children. 

The finals day at Culverden is Monday 16th May for both the boys and girls Y5-6 teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Y2 Hockey Heroes 
Thursday 24th March 2022 

A week ago, 10 children from Y2 headed up to Hawkenbury AstroTurf for a fun-filled morning of hockey. The 

children we coached by members of Tunbridge Wells Hockey Club working on their stick control, dribbling, 

shooting and tackling. The children all thoroughly enjoyed themselves with many wishing to take part more 

regularly. 

Thank you to all the parents who came to help. 

Y5-6 Mini-Hockey Tournament 

 

 

 

 

Monday 28th March 2022 

This Monday, two teams of 8 Y5-6 

children headed up to Hawkenbury 

AstroTurf (we’ve been there a lot 

these past couple of weeks) to 

compete in the annual mini-hockey 

tournament. The children were placed 

in pools with other schools with the B-

team progressing to the semi-final. 

The A-team narrowly missed out, 

having scored one less goal than the 

other team tied on the same points 

(who were the ultimate winners). The 

B-team won their semi-final against 

Bishops Down but couldn’t quite 

repeat this against Paddock Wood in 

the final. Claremont finished 2nd and 

5th respectively. 

A big thank you to all the parents who 

supported and James Harfoot for his 

work training the Y5-6 children. 

 



 
 

      

As I am sure you are aware, over the past fortnight (and term) we have had many sporting events. 

Please can I ask that all Sports Team t-shirts that have been handed out to your children this term are 

returned on Tuesday 19th April washed and dried ready for the summer term. I will leave a box 

outside the office for any to be dropped in. 

Many thanks, 

Mr Hume 

 


